Sentences

Introduction

If someone asked you to define a sentence, do you think you could? You might be tempted to say, “No way!” I bet you do know a sentence when you see it. Prove me right; pick out the sentence from these four groups of words:

· Throughout people's ears grow entire their lives.

· Grow throughout people's entire ears lives their.

· Entire throughout lives ears grow people's their.

· People's ears grow throughout their entire lives.

Each of the four groups contains exactly the same words, but only one is a sentence: the last one. You were able to pick out the sentence so easily because you have an innate knowledge of how English works—knowledge you have absorbed from reading, speaking, listening, and watching.

A sentence is a group of words that express a complete thought.

 Sentences

I Know It When I See It: The Sentence

Sentence: Stop!

Sentence: You stop!

Sentence: You better stop right now.

Each of these three word groups is a sentence. That's because they each meet the three requirements for a sentence. To be a sentence, a group of words must …

Strictly Speaking

How can “Stop!” be a sentence, when it's clearly lacking a subject? It is a sentence because the subject, you, is understood rather than stated outright. A one-word command is the shortest possible English sentence.

· Have a subject (noun or pronoun).

· Have a predicate (verb or verb phrase).

· Express a complete thought.

A sentence has two parts: a subject and a predicate. The subject includes the noun or pronoun that tells what the subject is about. The predicate includes the verb that describes what the subject is doing. Here are some examples of complete sentences.

	Subject
	Predicate

	You
	stop!

	New York City
	is called the “Big Apple.”

	The forward with the knee brace
	made 10 baskets.
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Seek and Ye Shall Find

Being able to recognize the subject and the verb in a sentence will help you make sure that your own sentences are complete and clear. To check that you've included the subject and verb in your sentences, follow these steps:

1. To find the subject, ask yourself, “Self, what word is the sentence describing?” 

2. To find an action verb, ask yourself, “Self, what did the subject do?” 

3. If you can't find an action verb, look for a linking verb. For example: Herman is the winner. “Is” is the linking verb. 

Hidden Treasures

Some sentences are not that cooperative about the placement of their subject and verb, however. In most sentences, the subject will come before the verb. Not so with questions. In a question, the verb often comes before the subject. Here are some examples:

· Is the frog in the freezer?

· The subject of the sentence is “frog.”

· Are you traveling this weekend?

· The subject of the sentence is “you.”

To find the subject in a question, rewrite the question as a statement. The question “Is the frog in the freezer?” becomes “The frog is in the freezer.” Now the subject, frog, is in the usual position before the verb.
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It can be equally tricky to find the subject in sentences that start with here or there. Remember that here or there never function as the subject of a sentence. For example:

· Here is your frozen frog.

· The subject of the sentence is “frog.”

· There goes the frog, all nicely defrosted.

· The subject of the sentence is still Mr. Frog.

To find the subject in a sentence that starts with here or there, use the same strategy you learned for questions: Rewrite the sentence to place the subject first.

Sentences

Sentence Structure: The Fab Four

There are two types of clauses: independent and dependent. 
Independent clauses are complete sentences because they have a subject and verb and express a complete thought. Dependent clauses, in contrast, cannot stand alone because they do not express a complete thought—even though they have a subject and a verb. Independent and dependent clauses can be used in a number of ways to form the four basic types of sentences: simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex. 

Simple Sentences: Simple Isn't as Simple Does

A simple sentence has one independent clause. That means it has one subject and one verb—although either or both can be compound. In addition, a simple sentence can have adjectives and adverbs. What a simple sentence can't have is another independent clause or any subordinate clauses. For example:

A simple sentence has one independent clause.

· Americans eat more bananas than they eat any other fruit.

· one subject, one verb
· David Letterman and Jay Leno host talk shows.

· compound subject, one verb
· My son toasts and butters his bagel.

· one subject, compound verb
 
Don't shun the simple sentence—it's no simpleton. The simple sentence served Ernest Hemingway well; with its help, macho man Ernie snagged a Nobel Prize in Literature. In the following excerpt from The Sun Also Rises, Hemingway uses the simple sentence to convey powerful emotions:

· The driver started up the street. I settled back. Brett moved close to me. We sat close against each other. I put my arm around her and she rested against me comfortably. It was very hot and bright, and the houses looked sharply white. We turned out onto the Gran Via.
· “Oh, Jake,” Brett said, “we could have had such a damned good time together.”

· Ahead was a mounted policeman in khaki directing traffic. He raised his baton. The car slowed suddenly pressing Brett against me.

· “Yes,” I said. “Isn't it pretty to think so?”

Compound Sentences: Compound Interest

A compound sentence consists of two or more independent clauses.

A compound sentence consists of two or more independent clauses. The independent clauses can be joined in one of two ways:

· With a coordinating conjunction: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so
· With a semicolon (;)

As with a simple sentence, a compound sentence can't have any subordinate clauses. Here are some compound sentences for your reading pleasure.

	Independent Clause
	Conjunction or Semicolon
	Independent Clause

	Men are mammals
	and
	women are femammals.

	Mushrooms grow in damp places
	so
	they look like umbrellas.

	The largest mammals are found in the sea
	;
	there's nowhere else to put them.


You might also add a conjunctive adverb to this construction, as in this example: The largest mammals are found in the sea; after all, there's nowhere else to put them.

Complex Sentences: Not So Complex at All

A complex sentence contains one independent clause and at least one dependent clause. The independent clause is called the “main clause.” These sentences use subordinating conjunctions to link ideas. As you check out these examples, see if you can find the subordinating conjunctions.

· Parallel lines never meet (independent clause) until (subordinating conjunction) you bend one of them (dependent clause).

· Many dead animals of the past changed to oil (independent clause) while (subordinating conjunction) others preferred to be gas (dependent clause).

· Even though (subordinating conjunction) the sun is a star (dependent clause), it knows how to change back to the sun in the daytime (independent clause).

The subordinating conjunctions are until, while, and even though.

Compound-Complex Sentences: The Big Kahuna

A compound-complex sentence has at least two independent clauses and at least one dependent clause. The dependent clause can be part of the independent clause. For instance:

	· When the heat comes,
	the lakes dry up,

	· dependent clause
	independent clause

	· and farmers know the crops will fail.
	

	· independent clause
	

	· I planned to drive to work,
	but I couldn't

	· independent clause
	independent clause

	· until the mechanic repaired my car.
	

	· dependent clause
	


The Choice Is Yours

Decisions, decisions: Now that you know you have four different sentence types at your disposal, which ones should you use? Effective communication requires not only that you write complete sentences, but also that you write sentences that say exactly what you mean. Try these six guidelines as you decide which sentence types to use and when:

Danger, Will Robinson

Don't join the two parts of a compound sentence with a comma—you'll end up with a type of run-on sentence called a comma splice. Every sentence should provide clear and complete information.

· Most effective sentences are concise, conveying their meaning in as few words as possible.

· Effective sentences stress the main point or the most important detail. In most cases, the main point is located in the main clause to make it easier to find.

· Your choice of sentences depends on your audience. For example, you would use simple sentences and short words if your readers were children, while an audience of engineers would call for more technical language and longer sentences.

· Always consider your purpose for writing before you select a sentence type.

· The rhythm and pacing of your writing is determined by your sentences.

Before you shift into panic mode, you should know that most writers use a combination of all four sentence types to convey their meaning. Even Ernest Hemingway slipped a compound sentence or two in among all those simple sentences. 

Your readers make up your audience.
Name____________________

Date_____________________
Face the Music

But now it's time to see what's what, who's who, and where you're at with this sentence stuff. To do so, label each of the following sentences as simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex.

____ 1. If at first you don't succeed, destroy all evidence that you tried.

____ 2. The hardness of the butter is proportional to the softness of the bread.

____ 3. You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive.

____ 4. It takes about half a gallon of water to cook spaghetti, and about a gallon of water to clean the pot.

____ 5. Monday is an awful way to spend one-seventh of your life.

____ 6. Genetics explains why you look like your father and if you don't, why you should.

____ 7. To succeed in politics, it is often necessary to rise above your principles.

____ 8. Two wrongs are only the beginning.

____ 9. When oxygen is combined with anything, heat is given off, a process known as “constipation.”

____ 10. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism; to steal from many is research. 
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Sentence Functions: The Four Tops

In addition to classifying sentences by the number of clauses they contain, you can pigeonhole sentences according to their functions. There are four sentence functions in English: declarative, exclamatory, interrogative, and imperative.

1. Declarative sentences state an idea. They end with a period. For example: 

· The first toilet ever seen on television was on Leave It to Beaver.

· The problem with the gene pool is that there's no lifeguard.
2. Exclamatory sentences show strong emotions. They end with an exclamation mark. For example: 

· What a mess this room is!

· The cake is ruined!
3. Interrogative sentences ask a question. As you would expect, they end with a question mark. For instance: 

Strictly Speaking

Which type of sentence often omits the subject? Imperative sentences, because the subject is often understood, as shown in these examples: “Clean up this mess” or “Help!”

· How you gonna keep 'em down on the farm when they've seen Paris?

· Why is it possible to tickle someone else but not to tickle yourself?
4. Imperative sentences give orders or directions, and so end with a period or an exclamation mark. For instance: 

· Sit down and listen!

· Fasten your seatbelts when the sign is illuminated.
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Alley Oops

Why learn the different types of sentences and their functions? So you can write correct ones, bubba. When your sentences aren't correct, no one will know what the dickens you're saying. This is not a good thing.

There are two basic types of sentence errors: fragments and run-ons. These problems with sentence construction cause clumsy, unpolished writing and speech. Let's look at each of these sentence errors in detail so you'll be able to fix them with ease.

Fragments: Lost in Place

A sentence fragment is a group of words that does not express a complete thought. A fragment is the same as a dependent clause.

Danger, Will Robinson

Don't be misled by a capital letter at the beginning of a word group. Starting a group of words with a capital letter doesn't make the word group a sentence any more than putting a comb on a hen makes her a rooster.

Quoth the Maven

Experienced writers often use fragments to create realistic-sounding dialogue. They know that few people ever speak in complete sentences, regardless of what we'd like to think.

 
As its name suggests, a sentence fragment is a group of words that do not express a complete thought. Most times, a fragment is missing a subject, a verb, or both. Other times, a fragment may have a subject and a verb but still not express a complete thought. Fragments don't discriminate: They can be phrases as well as clauses.

There are three main ways that fragments occur. And here they are:

· Fragments occur when a dependent clause masquerades as a sentence. For example: 

· Because Lincoln Logs were invented by Frank Lloyd Wright's son.

· Because the most common name in the world is Mohammed.

· Fragments also happen when a phrase is cut off from the sentence it describes. For instance: 

· Used to cure fleas and ticks.

· Hoping to keep the ceiling from collapsing.

· You can also create a fragment if you use the wrong form of a verb. For example: 

· The writer gone to the office.

· The pearl being the main ingredient in many love potions.

You can correct a fragment two ways:

· Add the missing part to the sentence

· Fragment: In the cabinet over the bookshelf.

· Complete: I keep extra supplies in the cabinet over the bookshelf.

· Omit the subordinating conjunction or connect it to another sentence.

· Fragment: When you go to the party.

· Complete: When you go to the party, be sure to head straight for the shrimp and caviar and chow down.

Run-Ons and Comma Splices: It Could Be a Stretch

A run-on sentence is two incorrectly joined independent clauses. A comma splice is a run-on with a comma where the two independent clauses run together. When your sentences run together, your ideas are garbled. For instance:

· Most people who drink coffee don't know where it comes from it is actually the fruit of an evergreen tree.

· Robert Wadlow was the tallest person who ever lived he was 8 feet 11 inches tall when he died in 1940.

So far, so good, but there are two important facts to realize about run-ons:

A run-on sentence is two incorrectly joined independent clauses. A comma splice is a run-on with a comma where the two sentences run together.

· Run-ons are not necessarily long. Some can be quite short, in fact. For instance: 

· She walked he ran.

· Birds chirp cows moo.

· The second clause of a run-on often begins with a pronoun. 

· Godzilla wants to sleep he is exhausted from destroying Tokyo.

You can correct a run-on sentence in one of four ways. Let's use Godzilla as our example.

Quoth the Maven

Be sure to use a comma before the coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence, unless the two independent clauses are very short.

· Separate the run-on into two sentences with end punctuation such as periods, exclamation marks, and question marks. 

· Godzilla wants to sleep. He is exhausted from destroying Tokyo.

· Add a coordinating conjunction (and, nor, but, or, for, yet, or so) to create a compound sentence. 

· Godzilla wants to sleep, for he is exhausted from destroying Tokyo.

· Add a subordinating conjunction to create a complex sentence. 

· Godzilla wants to sleep, because he is exhausted from destroying Tokyo.

· Use a semicolon to create a compound sentence. 

· Godzilla wants to sleep; he is exhausted from destroying Tokyo.

Name__________

Date___________
Seventh-Inning Stretch

Take a few minutes to fix the fragments and run-ons in these two anecdotes.

1. In the late 1900s, the man who was shot out of the cannon every day. At the Barnum and Bailey Circus decided to quit his wife had asked him to find a less risky way of making a living P. T. Barnum hated to lose a good man. So he sent him a message, “I beg you to reconsider—men of your caliber are hard to find.” 
2. In 1946, Winston Churchill traveled to Fulton, Missouri, to deliver a speech. Which turned out to be his famous Iron Curtain address. And to be present at the dedication of a bust in his honor. After his speech, a rather attractive and ample woman approached the wartime prime minister of England and said, “Mr. Churchill, I traveled more than a hundred miles this morning. For the unveiling of your bust.” Churchill, who was known far and wide for his quick wit, replied, “Madam, I assure you, in that regard I would gladly return the favor.” 

Basic Sentence Structure

There are five basic patterns around which most English sentences are built.* They are as follows: 

	S-V
	Subject-Verb
	John sleeps.

	
	
	Jill is eating.

	
	
	Jack will arrive next week.

	S-V-O
	Subject-Verb-Object 
	I like rice.

	
	
	She loves her job.

	
	
	He's eating an orange.

	S-V-Adj 
	Subject-Verb-Adjective
	He is funny.

	
	
	The workers are lazy.

	
	
	Karen seems angry.

	S-V-Adv 
	Subject-Verb-Adverb
	Jim is here.

	
	
	Flowers are everywhere.

	
	
	No one was there.

	S-V-N
	Subject-Verb-Noun
	She is my mom.

	
	
	The men are doctors.

	
	
	Mr. Jones is the teacher.


At the heart of every English sentence is the Subject-Verb relationship. Other elements can be added to make a sentence more interesting, but they are not essential to its formation. 

The following sentences are examples of the S-V pattern. 

	She sleeps.
	Core sentence

	She sleeps soundly.
	An adverb is added to describe how she sleeps.

	She sleeps on the sofa.
	A prepositional phrase is added to tell where she sleeps.

	She sleeps every afternoon.
	A time expression is added to tell when she sleeps.

	She is sleeping right now.
	Verb tense is changed, but S-V relationship remains the same.

	Mary will sleep later.
	Subject is named and another tense is used.

	The dogs are sleeping in the garage.
	New subject may require a different form of the verb.


Note: Any action verb can be used with this sentence pattern. 
The following sentences are examples of the S-V-O pattern. 

	They like rice.
	Core sentence

	The people like rice.
	Specific subject

	The friendly people like rice.
	Subject modified with an adjective

	The people in the restaurant like rice.
	Subject modified with an adjective

	The people like boiled rice.
	Object modified with an adjective

	The people like hot, white rice.
	Object modified with more than one adjective


Note: Only transitive action verbs can be used with this sentence pattern. 

The following sentences are examples of the S-V-Adj pattern. 

	He is fine.
	Basic sentence with "be" verb

	He seems happy.
	Basic sentence with another linking verb

	Jordan is tall, dark and handsome.
	Series of adjectives

	He appears very comfortable.
	Adverb or intensifier added

	George became sick last night.
	Different tense and linking verb


Note: Only linking verbs can be used with this sentence pattern. 
The following sentences are examples of the S-V-Adv pattern. 

	The teacher is here.
	Basic sentence

	The teacher is over there.
	Using an adverb phrase

	Teachers are everywhere.
	Plural noun and verb used

	The teachers are in the lobby.
	Prepositional phrase functioning as adverb


Note: Only linking verbs can be used with this sentence pattern. 

The following sentences are examples of the S-V-N pattern. 

	The man is a doctor.
	Basic sentence

	The women are doctors.
	Using plural noun and verb

	My father is a nice guy.
	Modified subject and complement

	My grandparents are senior citizens.
	Modified plural subject and complement


Note: Only linking verbs can be used with this sentence pattern. 

Name________________

Date_________________

Homework: Subject and Verb Agreement Exercise

Choose the correct form of the verb that agrees with the subject.

1. Annie and her brothers (is, are) at school.

2. Either my mother or my father (is, are) coming to the meeting.

3. The dog or the cats (is, are) outside.

4. Either my shoes or your coat (is, are) always on the floor.

5. George and Tamara (doesn't, don't) want to see that movie.

6. Benito (doesn't, don't) know the answer.

7. One of my sisters (is, are) going on a trip to France.

8. The man with all the birds (live, lives) on my street.

9. The movie, including all the previews, (take, takes) about two hours to watch.

10. The players, as well as the captain, (want, wants) to win.

11. Either answer (is, are) acceptable.

12. Every one of those books (is, are) fiction.

13. Nobody (know, knows) the trouble I've seen.

14. (Is, Are) the news on at five or six?

15. Mathematics (is, are) John's favorite subject, while Civics (is, are) Andrea's favorite subject.

16. Eight dollars (is, are) the price of a movie these days.

17. (Is, Are) the tweezers in this drawer?

18. Your pants (is, are) at the cleaner's.

19. There (was, were) fifteen candies in that bag. Now there (is, are) only one left!

20. The committee (debates, debate) these questions carefully.

21. The committee (leads, lead) very different lives in private.

22. The Prime Minister, together with his wife, (greets, greet) the press cordially.

23. All of the CDs, even the scratched one, (is, are) in this case.

Name________________

Date_________________

Homework: Run-ons, Comma Splices, and Fused Sentences

Join the two independent clauses with one of the coordinating conjunctions (and, but, for, or, nor, so, yet), and use a comma before the connecting word.

_________________________, and _________________________.

1. He enjoys walking through the country. He often goes backpacking on his vacations.

 

When you do not have a connecting word (or when you use a connecting word other than and, but, for, or nor, so, or yet between the two independent clauses) use a semicolon (;).

__________________________;_____________________________.

2. He often watched TV when there were only reruns. She preferred to read instead.

or

__________________________; however,____________________.

 

So, run-ons and fused sentences are terms describing two independent clauses which are joined together with no connecting word or punctuation to separate the clauses. 

3. They weren't dangerous criminals. They were detectives in disguise.

4. I didn't know which job I wanted. I was too confused to decide.

Identifying Independent and Dependent Clauses

A comma splice is the use of a comma between two independent clauses. You can usually fix the error by changing the comma to a period and therefore making the two clauses into two separate sentences, by changing the comma to a semicolon, or by making one clause dependent by inserting a dependent marker word in front of it.

The following sentences in italics are incorrect. In the first question, fix the comma splice

1. Incorrect: I like this class, it is very interesting. 

Repair the Fused Sentence 
Fused sentences happen when there are two independent clauses not separated by any form of punctuation. This error is also known as a run-on sentence. The error can sometimes be corrected by adding a period, semicolon, or colon to separate the two sentences.

2. Incorrect: My professor is intelligent I've learned a lot from her. 

Fix the Sentence Fragment
Sentence fragments happen by treating a dependent clause or other incomplete thought as a complete sentence. You can usually fix this error by combining it with another sentence to make a complete thought or by removing the dependent marker.

3. Incorrect: Because I forgot the exam was today.
Name________________

Date_________________

Homework: Sentence Fragments Exercise 1

The sentences below appeared in papers written by students. Act as their editor, marking a C if the sentences in the group are all complete and an F if any of the sentences in the group is a fragment. Could you tell these writers why the fragments are incomplete sentences?

____ 1. Then I attended Morris Junior High. A junior high that was a bad experience.

____ 2. The scene was filled with beauty. Such as the sun sending its brilliant rays to the earth and the leaves of various shades of red, yellow, and brown moving slowly in the wind.

____ 3. He talked for fifty minutes without taking his eyes off his notes. Like other teachers in that department, he did not encourage students' questions.

____ 4. Within each group, a wide range of features to choose from. It was difficult to distinguish between them.

____ 5. A few of the less serious fellows would go into a bar for a steak dinner and a few glasses of beer. After this meal, they were ready for anything.

____ 6. It can be really embarrassing to be so emotional. Especially when you are on your first date, you feel that you should be in control.

____ 7. The magazine has a reputation for a sophisticated, prestigious, and elite group of readers. Although that is a value judgment and in circumstances not a true premise.
____ 8. In the seventh grade every young boy goes out for football. To prove to himself and his parents that he is a man.

____ 9. She opened the door and let us into her home. Not realizing at the time that we would never enter that door in her home again.

____10. As Christmas grows near, I find myself looking back into my childhood days at fun-filled times of snowball fights. To think about this makes me happy.

____11. Making up his mind quickly. Jim ordered two dozen red roses for his wife. Hoping she would accept his apology.

____12. They were all having a good time. Until one of Joe's oldest and best friends had a little too much to drink.

____13. Although it only attained a speed of about twelve miles an hour. My old rowboat with its three-horsepower motor seemed like a high-speed job to me.

____14. With my brother standing by my side, I reached for the pot handle. Tilting the pot way too much caused the boiling water to spill.

____15. The small, one-story houses are all the same size and style. With no difference except the color.

____16. Being a friend of mine like he was when we first joined the soccer team. Together we learned a lot.

Name________________

Date_________________

Homework: Sentence Fragments Exercise 2

These paragraphs need proofreading for possible fragments. Use the space below each paragraph for revising.

1. How can a person find patriotism in a local night club? Well, it did not take me too long. About four weeks ago in a little night club in Louisville, Kentucky, a couple of my friends, Rick and Lon, the duo who were providing the entertainment that night for the club.

 

 
2. For the past twenty years, the Survey Research Center at the University of Michigan has been measuring the level of Americans' trust and confidence in their politicians and quasi-political trust and confidence in their political institutions and their leaders. "Political" being all levels of government, and "quasi-political" churches, labor unions, large professional/business associations, educational institutions, and the like. The result is that a very sharp decline has taken place every year since 1964.

3. For 200 years Americans believed in better jobs, better homes, a better life for one's children. This confidence no longer exists. Polls now indicate that fewer Americans feel they are better off today than they were five years ago. A public-opinion analysis group has found that large numbers of Americans, at some times and in some places, see themselves as lower on the ladder. Adding worse living conditions and anticipation of further decline over the next five years.

 

 

 
4. Well, in looking at the picture at the left you see an old lady. She has a very funny look on her face. As if she's lonely and just wants to be left alone. She also looks as if she has seen a lot and experienced lots of things.

 
5. A president is an appointed leader. Someone who is a decision maker in the executive branch of our government. This doesn't necessarily mean that the person the people elect is capable. Just hopefully assumes. Assumes through his past record as a politician, over the years' buildup of experience and handling situations.

 

Name________________

Date_________________

Homework: Sentence Fragments Exercise 3

The following paragraph has no capital letters or periods to mark the beginnings and ends of sentences. Add capitals, periods, commas, and/or other punctuation that may be needed to make the word groups into complete sentences. Your goal is to be sure that there are no fragments.

...

my brother was always my best friend when I was a child especially as we two were almost alone in the world we lived with our old grandmother in a little house, almost a shack, in the country whenever I think of him now I see a solemn, responsible boy a boy too old for his years who looked out for me no matter what once there was a bully John Anson who looked enormous to me though he was probably an average twelve-year-old John had it in for me because he liked Littice Grant who liked me he decided to beat me up right before her eyes I was lucky my brother came by he didn't interfere any he just stood there somehow though his presence gave me confidence I licked the stuffing out of John Anson if my brother hadn't been there I don't think I could have done it.

